WVFMA Newsletter—Spring 2017

WVFMA 2017 Conference

We are pleased to announce that our Annual
WVFMA conference will be held June 12-14,
2017 at Blackwater Falls State Park Lodge,
Davis, WV. This conference promises to be
informative and stimulating. See the attached
agenda to view topics of interest and our topnotch speakers.
Due to severe budgetary restrictions in WV, the
WV NFIP can only reimburse for single room
occupancy at the Lodge and only for those
floodplain management administrators or
municipal officials who travel more than 50 miles
and attend the full conference. WV NFIP will be
unable to pay for your meals or travel expenses as
we have in the past.
The registration fee for attending the full threeday session is $175 or $80 for one day if you
register by the May 26, 2017 deadline. You will
need to go online to register at:
www.eventbrite.com/e/2017-wvfma-annual-conferencetickets-32954295184

Overnight reservations at Blackwater Falls State
Park can be made by calling the Lodge at 304259-5216. We have a block of rooms reserved, so
be sure to mention you are with WVFMA. For
those staying at the Lodge, you will probably
want to arrive Sunday afternoon since registration
begins at 7:30AM Monday morning. We
encourage you to reserve your room early to
assure availability at the Lodge. Optionally, for
those choosing to bring families, cabins are
available at higher nightly rates. We will
reimburse at the single room occupancy rate of
$89.00/night.
On Monday evening (June 12), we are going to
have an AMEC Foster Wheeler sponsored
cookout with BBQ and all the fixins, live
entertainment, games and prizes.You won’t want
to miss this.
While the conference has historically attracted
mainly floodplain managers and administrators,
meeting content can also be of great interest to
other community officials, planners, engineers,
surveyors and insurance agents.

AGENDA
Monday-June 12, 2017



















7:30 – 8:15AM
8:15 – 8:30
8:30 – 10:00
10:00 – 10:15
10:30 – 11:00
11:00 – 11:30
11:30 – 12:00
12:00-12:10
12:10 – 1:30
1:30 – 2:00
*1:30 – 2:45
2:00 – 2:45
2:45 – 3:00
3:00 – 3:45
*3:00 – 3:45
3:45 – 4:45
*3:45 – 4:45
4:45 – 5:00

Registration, Tim Keaton
Welcome, Introductions, Meet & Greet, Kevin Sneed/Charlie Baker
Keynote Speaker, Rick Random
Break
Sovereign Citizens & Other Challenging Groups, Gene Smithson
Recap of the June 2016 Flood-Kevin Sneed & Betsy Ranson-FEMA
Silver Jackets Update, Steve O’Leary
BFE Determinations prep, Joe Trimboli
Lunch
Insurance Issues in WV, Millie Hanks-FEMA
Intro to Determining BFE’s, Joe Trimboli (go in other room)
Elevation Certificates Overview, Darlene Messina-FEMA
Break
WV Flood Tool Updates, Eric Hopkins & Tucker Clevenger
Appalachian Regional Commission, James Bush, (go in other room)
WV land Law Use, Jared Anderson & Christy Demuth of WVU
USGS, Shaun Wicklein & Jeremy White, (go in auxiliary room)
Daily Wrap Up and Announcements
Tuesday-June 13, 2017

















8:00 – 8:15
8:15 – 9:15
9:15 – 10:00
10:00 – 10:15
10:15 – 11:00
11:00-11:30
11:30 – 11:45
11:45-12:00
12:00 – 1:30
1:30 – 2:00
2:00 – 2:45
2:45 – 3:00
3:00 – 3:45
3:45 – 4:15
4:15 – 4:30

Recap and Announcements, Charlie Baker/Kevin Sneed
Substantial Damage Estimations- Heather-Davis Jenkins
CRS hints to help your community, Christina Groves, ISO
Break
WV Severe Impact Weather, Fred McMullen, NOAA
Annual Meeting and Election of Officers and Board
Floodplain Manager of Year Award-Kevin Sneed Presents
Sponsor Presentation
Lunch
Sponsor Presentation
Group Session involving issues, Q&A, (round table discussions)
Break
Update on Affordable Flood Insurance Act- Richard Carte
Using Advisory Flood Heights for Permitting, Kevin Sneed
Final comments and Daily Wrap Up









Wednesday, June 14, 2017
8:00 – 8:15
Recap and Announcements, Charlie Baker/Kevin Sneed
8:15 – 09:15 FEMA’s Role in a Disaster, Nicole Lick, FEMA Working in WV, Betsy RansonFEMA
0915 – 09:45
The State’s Role in a Disaster, Kevin Sneed
09:45 – 10:15
Local roles in Flooding Disasters, Melissa Gilbert-Roane County
10:15 – 10:30
Break
10:30 – 11:15
WV VOAD Updates, Jenny Gannoway
11:15-12:00
Wrap Up and Conference Adjournment

2016-2017 Training Year
§15-5-20a. Floodplain manager training.
(a) Community participation in the National Flood Insurance Program is important to manage and
mitigate the special flood hazard areas in West Virginia. Therefore, all state, county, municipality and local
floodplain managers should be adequately trained in floodplain management.
(b) Commencing July 1, 2012, each floodplain manager in the state is required to complete six hours of
training in floodplain management annually to maintain good standing with the West Virginia Division of
Homeland Security.
(c) A governmental unit that has a floodplain manager who fails to obtain the required training shall
suspend the floodplain manager from his or her floodplain management responsibilities until the training
requirement is met.
(d) A governmental unit that has a floodplain manager who fails to obtain the required training shall
transfer its floodplain management responsibilities and all associated fees to a governmental unit that has
a floodplain manager in good standing.

Walk with the Mayor
May 4, 2017
Written by Joe Trimboli MSC CFM, Community Planner
The U.S Army Corps of Engineers, Huntington District was invited to participate in the event “Walk with
the Mayor” April 27, 2017 at 5:30 p.m.
Joe Trimboli of the Huntington District’s Planning Branch took part in the event. The invitation came
through Congressman Jenkins office and the attendance was coordinated with Jennifer Wheeler, Council
Representative of District 4. The president of the South Side Neighborhood Organization (SSNO)1,
1

http://www.cityofhuntington.com/residents/neighborhood-organizations

Christina Baily and Dr. Mathew Weimer, who has led discussions on floodplain issues along Fourpole
Creek also attended. District 4 extends from the Sunshine Free Will Baptist Church on James River Road in
the west end to 8th Street next to the Ritter Park area in the east. Items of concern were floodplain
management and water quality, and the Corps discussed a number of related activities for the city of
Huntington and surrounding area. Chad Lovejoy, House of Delegates (District 17), city department chiefs
including police and fire, and our host Mayor Steve Williams2 led the walk.
The Corps has two national programs that have generated interest in the Huntington area – the Floodplain
Management Services Program (FPMS)3 and the Silver Jackets Program4. Both programs focus on reducing
flood risk and the FPMS program specifically supports the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s
(FEMA) National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) while the Silver Jackets program focuses on
community collaboration and outreach.
Recent coordination with FEMA Region III includes support for a number of activities that will affect the
city of Huntington. Near term activities include a RiskMAP study for the Lower Guyandotte watershed,
which is a Risk Mapping, Assessment and Planning (Risk MAP) study. The Corps will participate in these
efforts and is currently preparing to sign work agreements with FEMA Region III to accomplish a number
of work activities. One of the long-term outcomes of the RiskMAP project will be to update maps that
support the NFIP. The Corp’s FPMS program is also very active in Huntington and provides a toll free
number (1-866-401-3980) and an email address (fpms-lrh@usace.army.mil) in support of a “Quick
Response” to issues or questions related to floodplains. This allows the Corps to share its technical
expertise and public data as well as supporting the NFIP. The NFIP was discussed in detail with Dr.
Weimer and he was further invited to experience an interactive session at the Corps downtown office in
Huntington, WV.
Questions shifted to water quality and the Corps was pleased to announce a Silver Jackets project that
includes the Huntington Water Quality Board, city and county representatives, Planning Development
Council Region 2, the Environmental Protection Agency and many others who are collaborating at many
levels to develop “green infrastructure.” As in many other cities across the country, water runoff from
streets, parking lots and other development has historically been directed to our creeks, streams and
rivers. Green infrastructure is a program of the EPA that focuses on reducing and treating stormwater at
its source while delivering environmental, social and economic benefits.
The Corps is assisting in coordinating data collection and developing a geospatial model that will assist in
identifying green infrastructure (GI) projects in the Huntington region. This is in support of a nationally
selected EPA pilot project to identify GI and Low Impact Development (LID) sites and incorporate the
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http://www.cityofhuntington.com/news/view/spring-2017-neighborhood-walk-schedule

3

http://www.lrh.usace.army.mil/Business-With-Us/Flood-Plain-Management-Services/

4

https://silverjackets.nfrmp.us/State-Teams/West-Virginia

results into hazard mitigation planning. The collaborative team will: 1) identify programs for integration
into the planning process, 2) develop a planning process for incorporating GI/LID in hazard mitigation
plans, 3) develop recommended methodologies to identify GI/LID sites and practices to provide flood
hazard mitigation and improved water quality, 4) provide case study examples of GI/LID practices, and 5)
explore development and use of GIS modeling and analysis.
The Huntington District continues to collaborate on solutions to our nation’s toughest challenges and
looks forward to building resiliency in its district communities. Delivering results is expected through
pioneering solutions to safely deliver quality services and projects on time and within budget.
This “Walk with the Mayor” inspires relationships and provides the opportunity to improve and
strengthen mutual respect with cities and stakeholders.

