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Floodplain Management 

Federal Declared Disasters

§Total since 1953= 2061 Nationally

§Average per year = 34

§Total in WV = 48

§2 were winter storms/blizzards

§46 were floods
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Fed. Declared Disasters– cont’d

§Total in WV since 1969 = 41

§Approx. 1 per year

§Total in WV since 1995 = 28

§1.65 per year

§5 in WV in 1996 alone
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Fed. Declared Disasters- cont’d

§2011 was a record year for FEMA

§Total Major Disaster Declarations 
across the USA = 99

§Total Major Disaster Declarations in 
WV = ?
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The NFIP

§Started in 1968 - Voluntary

§Updated in 1973 – Mandatory

§275 WV Communities Participate
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The NFIP Three Legged Stool

§Flood Maps

§Flood Plain Ordinances

§Flood Insurance
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The HM* Three Legged Stool

§Know your Risk

§Reduce your Risk

§Insure for the remaining Risk

* HM = Hazard Mitigation
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Know Your Risk

§Map Modernization
§Digital County-Wide FIRM (DFIRMs)
§Started in 2003, Approx. $9 million for 55 

counties in WV
§Eliminated the need to create, store and 

distribute paper maps
§Datum converted from NGVD to NAVD
§Used in GIS w/ other map overlays
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Know Your Risk - cont’d

§Risk MAP - Started in 2009

§Map the Risk

§Assess the Risk

§Plan for the Risk
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Know Your Risk - cont’d

§Risk MAP 

§Map the Risk – $ 2.4 million

§Risk Map Projects
§Disaster Recovery Mapping 
§Elevation Data Collection
§CTP-Project Management 
§ (see handout for more detail)
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Know Your Risk - cont’d

§Risk MAP

§Assess the Risk
§ HAZUS
§ Depth Grids
§ These and other tools see:

§http://www.fema.gov/plan/prevent/fhm/r
m_main.shtm
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Know Your Risk - cont’d

§Risk MAP 

§Plan for the Risk = HM Planning
§Sec. 322 of the Stafford Act (2000)
§Communities put down in writing 

where their risks are located and how 
they plan to mitigate them.
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Reduce Your Risk

§Develop a Community HM Plan

§Adopt a Community FPM Ordinance 
with Higher Standards

§Increased Cost of Compliance (ICC)-
up to $30,000 for F.R.E.D.
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