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On July 6, 2012 President Obama signed H.R. 

4348 into law, making it Public Law No. 112-

141.  The nickname of the law is “Moving 

Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act” or 

“MAP-21”.  The law mostly deals with transpor-

tation spending reform, but attached to it was a 

five year extension of the National Flood Insur-

ance Program (NFIP) and an extension of federal 

student loan rates.  You may also hear the NFIP 

portion referred to as the “Biggert-Waters Flood 

Insurance Reform Act of 2012”. 

 

With the law, the NFIP will be authorized until 

September 30, 2017.   

 

For more details on the reforms included in the Act, see page 3. 

NFIP Reform and Reauthorization 
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Special Points of Interest: 

Mitigation Banking  Growing in 

West Virginia 

Dunloup Creek NRCS Project 

Receives Additional $2.8M in 

Funding 

WVU and WVDHSEM Develop 

the WV Flood Tool Web Mapping 

Portal 

Wood County Flood Mitigation 

Continues 

FEMA Publishes Draft CRS Coor-

dinator Manual  

Tug Fork Non-structural Program 

Highlighted in the July national 

Silver Jackets Newsletter 

4th Annual WVFMA Floodplain Management 

Conference 

The West Virginia Floodplain 

Managers Association held their 

4th Annual Conference at the Ca-

naan Valley Institute in Davis, WV 

on May 14th and 15th, 2012.  De-

spite the rainy weather, the confer-

ence was definitely a success. 

 

Over 50 people participated in the 

two day conference.  Training top-

ics included understanding eleva-

tion certificates, updates to the West 

Virginia Flood Tool, documentation 

during and after disasters, higher regu-

latory standards, the Community Rating 

System, proper flood vents, and Na-

tional Weather Service efforts.   

 

The two day event included a social 

gathering on the evening of the first 

night.  Most participants enjoyed one of 

West Virginia’s most scenic areas as 

they stayed in the lodge at Blackwater 

Falls State Park.  

 

 

Participants were able to receive up to 

16 hours of continuing education 

credit for the various sessions.  Those  

who were Certified Floodplain Man-

agers (CFM) could use the credits to 

maintain their certifications.  For those 

not yet certified, the CFM exam was 

offered the day after the conference.  

Presentations from the conference 

sessions are available on the resources 

page of the WVFMA website. 

 

When asked whether they would rec-

ommend the conference to others, par-

ticipants unanimously replied yes. 

http://www.statejournal.com/story/17322470/mitigation-banking-growing-in-west-virginia
http://www.statejournal.com/story/17322470/mitigation-banking-growing-in-west-virginia
http://www.wv.nrcs.usda.gov/news/release/2012/12july27Dunloup.html
http://www.wv.nrcs.usda.gov/news/release/2012/12july27Dunloup.html
http://www.wv.nrcs.usda.gov/news/release/2012/12july27Dunloup.html
http://www.mapwv.gov/flood/
http://www.mapwv.gov/flood/
http://www.mapwv.gov/flood/
http://www.newsandsentinel.com/page/content.detail/id/563200.html
http://www.newsandsentinel.com/page/content.detail/id/563200.html
http://www.crs2012.org/
http://www.crs2012.org/
http://nfrmp.us/state/
http://nfrmp.us/state/
http://nfrmp.us/state/
http://www.wvfma.org/Resources.php
http://www.wvfma.org/Resources.php
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West Virginia Passes Floodplain Manager Training Requirement  

plain Administrators to have 

six hours of professional de-

velopment training each 

year.  The training sessions 

are one hour in length, on line 

and are interac-

tive.  Participants respond to 

quizzes and questions as the 

class progresses.  The course 

content provides solutions for 

issues specific to West Vir-

ginia.  Recent subjects in-

cluded elevation certificates, 

mobile home installation in 

the floodplain, and the funda-

mentals of land survey-

ing.  Please contact Jerry Gil-

bert at 

jerry@engineeringperfection.

net to indicate your interest in 

participating in future training 

sessions.  

State Provides Mandatory Floodplain Manager Training  

The West Virginia Division 

of Homeland Security and 

Emergency Management has 

contracted with Engineering 

Perfection to provide on-line 

floodplain management train-

ing.  Participating in this 

training, with no travel re-

quired and no registration 

cost, provides a means for 

communities and counties to 

comply with the new West 

Virginia law requiring Flood-

On March 7, 2012 the West 

Virginia Legislature passed 

Senate Bill No. 387.  A num-

ber of floodplain related pro-

visions were included in the 

law. 

 

The bill directs State agencies 

under the governor to under-

take studies and provide rec-

ommendations of measures to 

prevent and reduce the harm-

ful consequences of disasters.  

It also states that “all state, 

county, municipality and local 

floodplain managers should 

be adequately trained in 

floodplain management.” 

 

In support of this, the bill 

requires that “each floodplain 

manager in the state is re-

quired to complete six hours 

of training in floodplain man-

agement annually”.  If the 

training requirement is not 

fulfilled, governmental units 

are to transfer the floodplain 

management responsibilities 

to another governmental unit 

that has a floodplain manager 

in good standing with the 

West Virginia Division of 

Homeland Security and Emer-

gency Management. 

 

Support of this bill was con-

tributed by members of the 

WVFMA. 

 

“all state, 

county, 

municipality and 

local floodplain 

managers should 

be adequately 

trained in 

floodplain 

management.” 

The West Virginia Capital 

Building 

erty is determined to not be at 

high risk of flooding, an 

online application can be 

filled out and the policy will 

be effective within thirty 

days.   

 

If the property is at risk of 

flooding an instant quote is 

not available; instead users 

are directed to contact an 

agent. 

BB&T Insurance Services of 

Raleigh, NC is now offering 

quotes and purchases of flood 

insurance policies online.  

According to their June 27, 

2012 press release, BB&T “is 

the first insurance broker in 

the nation to offer and sell 

flood insurance online.” 

 

Anyone can fill in the form to 

request a quote.  If the prop-

For more information go to  

http://insurance.bbt.com/flood.html 

Insurance Company BB&T Offers Online Flood Insurance Quotes  

mailto:jerry@engineeringperfection.net
mailto:jerry@engineeringperfection.net
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storms, and other natural occur-

rences. EWP is an emergency recov-

ery program. All projects under-

taken, with the exception of the pur-

chase of floodplain easements, must 

have a project sponsor. 

NRCS may bear up to 75 percent of 

the construction cost of emergency 

measures. The remaining 25 percent 

must come from local sources and 

can be in the form of cash or in-kind 

services. Funding is subject to Con-

gressional approval. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 

Natural Resources Conservation Ser-

vice (NRCS) administers the Emer-

gency Watershed Protection (EWP) 

Program, which responds to emergen-

cies created by natural disasters. It is 

not necessary for a national emergency 

to be declared for an area to be eligible 

for assistance. 

The program is designed to help peo-

ple and conserve natural resources by 

relieving imminent hazards to life and 

property caused by floods, fires, wind

Possible activities include the pur-

chase of flood plain easements, for 

runoff retardation and soil erosion 

prevention to safeguard lives and 

property from floods, drought, and 

the products of erosion on any wa-

tershed whenever fire, flood or any 

other natural occurrence is causing 

or has caused a sudden impairment 

of the watershed.  

 

For more information contact your 

local NRCS office or click here for 

the WV program site. 

Program Spotlight:  The NRCS Emergency Watershed Protection Program 

Significant NFIP Reforms in the  

Biggert-Waters Flood Insurance Reform Act of  2012 

Eliminates the Pre-Firm subsidy for severe repetitive loss properties, business properties, substantially damaged 

and improved properties, and new or lapsed properties. 

If updated mapping changes the current risk of flooding on a property the new premium rates will be phased in at 

a maximum of 20% per year over a five year period. 

Establishes a 20-member Technical Mapping Advisory Council with representatives from many different federal, 

state, and non-profit organizations. 

Establishes a National Flood Mapping Program which will include mapping 100 and 500 year floodplains, areas 

of residual risk, and areas protected by control structures.  Also provides standards for mapping and outreach.  It 

is authorized for $400 million per year, but that is subject to budget and appropriations. 

Establishes methods to appeal a flood map dispute based on scientific evidence. 

Removes a 50% limitation on state contributions for updating flood maps. 

Increase in required coordination between Federal agencies including data sharing and an annual budget cross-cut 

report. 

New notification requirement of flood insurance and it’s availability in the Real Estate Settlement Procedures Act 

of 1974 that is applicable “whether or not the real estate is located in an area having special flood hazards.” 

Reform of the standards and eligibility of FEMA mitigation grants, including matching requirement for some 

activities. 

Establishes a Flood Protection Structure Accreditation Task Force. 

Requires FEMA and GAO to submit several reports to Congress including a study on all structures receiving pre-

Firm discounted rates, strategies for privatization of the NFIP, inclusion of building codes in floodplain manage-

ment criteria, affordability and methods for aiding individuals who cannot pay premiums, and availability and 

affordability of natural catastrophe insurance. 

It provides permission for two specific levees to be built on land previously purchased under mitigation programs 

that were designated by law as open space, as long as the USACE Chief of Engineers confirms that it would be 

more effective mitigation and the local sponsor pays FEMA back for the original mitigation. 

 

For a more detailed breakdown of each section, see this paper by the National Association of Realtors: 

http://www.ksefocus.com/billdatabase/clientfiles/172/4/1583.pdf 

http://www.wv.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/ewp/ewp09.html
http://www.wv.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/ewp/ewp09.html
http://www.ksefocus.com/billdatabase/clientfiles/172/4/1583.pdf
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The West Virginia Floodplain Managers Association (WVFMA) was started in 

2009 to further the knowledge and awareness of floodplain management issues in the 

state of West Virginia with the ultimate goal of helping to reduce future flood damages. It 

is a non-profit organization and is a state chapter of the Association of State Flood 

Plain Managers (ASFPM). 
Mitigating the losses, 

costs, and human 

suffering caused by 

flooding 

Visit our website at www.wvfma.org 

Mountain State Floodplains wants your comments and contributions!  

Email us at:  mountainstatefloodplains@wvfma.org 
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This section lists current pro-

jects or studies around the state 

and includes information links 

that are only available in the 

digital version of the newsletter. 

Bluestone Dam Safety As-

surance, USACE, Hinton, 

WV 

Dunloup Creek Voluntary 

Floodplain Buyout, NRCS, 

Fayette County, WV 

Island Creek Local Protec-

tion Project, USACE, 

Logan, WV 

Ongoing Projects 
Bluestone Dam is lo-

cated on the New River 

above the confluence 

with the Greenbrier 

River in Summers 

County.  It was con-

structed in 1949 as part 

of a flood control sys-

tem to reduce major 

flood damages through 

the heart of the state’s 

industrial and residen-

tial communities along 

the New and Kanawha 

Rivers including the 

state capital. To date, it 

has prevented almost $5 billion in flood damage. The dam is currently undergoing 

construction work to correct deficiencies as modern standards require the dam to be 

able to safely pass a much larger amount of rainfall then originally designed.  To 

reduce risk while the dam is under construction, during some higher flood events, 

the dam will not store as much flood water as originally designed.   

Construction to address the deficiencies began in 2000. The first two phases of con-

struction involved extending the penstocks and stabilizing the dam by installing rock 

anchors – those phases are completed.  Phase 3 is currently in progress and includes 

scour protection and training walls for the penstocks. The contract for Phase 4 is 

scheduled to be awarded in 2012 and will involve installation of additional high 

strength anchors.  Phase 5 is currently in the planning phase and may involve a para-

pet wall, additional anchors, spillway improvements, or other measures to achieve 

tolerable risk levels. 

Project Spotlight:  Bluestone Dam Safety Assurance  

http://www.floods.org/
http://www.floods.org/
http://www.lrh.usace.army.mil/Missions/CurrentProjects/BluestoneDSA.aspx
http://www.lrh.usace.army.mil/Missions/CurrentProjects/BluestoneDSA.aspx
http://www.lrh.usace.army.mil/Missions/CurrentProjects/BluestoneDSA.aspx
http://www.wv.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/watershed/dunloup/12july17wvDunloup.pdf
http://www.wv.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/watershed/dunloup/12july17wvDunloup.pdf
http://www.wv.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/watershed/dunloup/12july17wvDunloup.pdf
http://www.lrh.usace.army.mil/Missions/CurrentProjects/IslandCreekLocalProtectionProjectWV.aspx
http://www.lrh.usace.army.mil/Missions/CurrentProjects/IslandCreekLocalProtectionProjectWV.aspx
http://www.lrh.usace.army.mil/Missions/CurrentProjects/IslandCreekLocalProtectionProjectWV.aspx

